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'HEALTH UPDATE

" New hospital in last days

targets West Kendall needs, pg. 14

Martinez aim: abandon health trust,
add financial recovery board, pg. 17

of hiring,

TASKFORCE MUM: Jackson! Memirial®s
Huospital Governance Taskforce hasbeenseck-
ing solutions o pull the cash-strapped public,
hospital out.of its financial crisis for nearly a
month 'now, but members aten’t 1 @ hurey to
qharrethurmslght .&ccm‘dmg!aﬂanua Palmer.

April 14 not to discuss plans withmedia. Resi-

dents may, atiend’ meetings: Derailas

mwoesimiamidade: govianditor

TROLLEY STOP. A voté to run Gity of Miami trollevs was posiponed last
sweek o April 28 Commissiontr Francis Suarez said he'd Jike longer
operating hours and questioned the fee structiire. As proposed, fares would
be 81 resularly and 52 forspecial events: Four rout@s are propased, although
only two, BackellBiscayne and Health/Stadiom Distict: are funded;

PLAYHOUSE PARKING: The City, of Miami Planning, Zoning and

Appeals board was to volie: “’fdliﬁid?f'r' on whether to approve 4 zeming | =

change at 32273247 Charles Ave. m{,mnuiﬁmﬂ,allnwmg I’orparkmg

Spacu at the Coconut Grove Playholise. Miami-Dade County. Commis-| §

sioners have OK'd moving forward with plans! to reopen’ the Facility.
‘closed smee 2004 They have et todecidewhether to restore the theater
orstar from seratehy razing the building and censtructing @ new space:

ARSHT SELLS T3%: A Weelsiin th&alra.s Miami-Dade’s Recreation &

Cuiltural A ffairs Commiltee recéived a financial report from the Adrienne | |

Arsht Center forthe P‘f.‘rfbrmmkr Arts Adcording (ol report, the center

hosted 43 events thraughout February. which sold at 73%4 Performances:| [

have sold at T1% throughout the first Tive months of fiscal Z01T; resulting
in nearly $2.85 million intickeisales, Based on these nu1nh‘er'§. thissiear
the center shouldrankiin the'top five performing ants centers ) the US,

HELPING CITY HALL:The City of Miami Onmi Community Redevelop-

mient Agencv's board is o vote Motiday on eranting Up to $148.000 1o
restaurant Qity Hall, a joinl venture at 2004 Biscavne Blvd. between Steve:

Haas, the Greater Miami Convention & Visiters Bureaw's chafrman’ ﬂﬂd:
fonmer co-swner and operating partner OF Soyka Restaurant, and Chef Tom:
Arzar, former executive chef of Emeril Lasasse’s restauraniis. The grantis to

pav for newicurbs; ssdm\ralks aiitl parking Jot: 1mpr-::-vemenl3. afmong ofther
‘wark costs, for the! comfortfood satery. The agency OKd al different
economic incentive for another known community name in Marchy pranting
a$600.000 annual reimbursement of tax-merement fimds for developer Tibor

Hollo's Sonesta Mikado Hotel & Residences project al 1701 NE Fourth Ave. |

“an administrative officer with the county con-
mission, Auditor’s Office, members decided

Hospitality
xjobsrecord
8 just the start

By Asuiey Do Torstes

THE ACHIEVE,R

Fueled by, 6 ‘consecutive
months of year-over-year
gl‘ﬂum Miami-Dade County lei-
sure ‘and huspztalitv jobs haye
hitian all-time high.

i—[nsfmtaht} jobs, ‘which in-
; clude posts at attractions, ho-

|| fels and restaurants, rose vear-

ﬂver—}rﬁar 3.6% in March to
110,700 from: Mareh 20107s
106.900 jobs, according to the
US Bureau of Labor Statistics.
" Employment alse rose 1%
month-over-month from 109,600
hmpna“:ti} jobs In Febriary ‘o
March’s 110,700, Both numbers
shatter. the previous leisure and
Imspltan empioyment high of
108,400 from Mareh 2008.

Thchusplmiltjfmdmh}*rernmlw
number one inMiami-Dade. said
'ﬁ.’ﬁﬂlﬂnl LB N T:lrert 1L, Greater
MimiConvention & Visitors Bit-
‘tean president and @ECL and is
now leading the community out
‘ofia global recession.

Record-breaking 20110 tour-
isnvalse contributed tothe hos-
pitality job rise, with Greater
Miami overnight visitors elimb-

. _ ' " Phitn by Matinn Liztar

| Scott Moss

Building astadiumand a family construction company
: The profile is on Page 4 :

Convention center remake seeking more advice

By ZacHary FAGENSON

ing 5.6% vear over year 10 a
12.6- m[i]mnhlgh _

‘With every 85 Miami-Dade
visiiors sustaining or creaiing
with the Lincoln Road tie-inand the MNew

‘Miami Beach is still deciding what kind
of consultant it needs to navigate an in-
creasingly complex plan for a massive
convention center remake.

-Commissioners, excluding Jonah Wolfson,
agreed o early March toiseek a finn with
expertise rangme from traffic management
to finding public-private parinerships,

=We've done alot in house.” City' Man-
ager Jarge Gonzalez'said then. “We need
outside assistance.”

Al request for proposals is “still being
drafied.” Tourism jand Cullural Develop-
ment Director Max Sklar wrote via ethail.

Once a plan is final, the city would go
back to market to seek a privaie parinet.

The plan ‘would expand ‘exhibil space
from 500,000 square feet'in: four halls to
more than 700,000 sprcad across Six, add
I million square feet to the ceriter, add
81,000 square feet of previously non-exis-
tentballroom area and anonsite garage that
would boost parking from 3,700 cars to
more than 4100,

The: center opgnl:d in 1957 wiih about

100,000 sguare fect of exhibit space. The
last majorupgrade, in 1989. expanded that
to 502.000. An economic impact study

cited letters from firms like Microsoft that
had lmet atl the center bt wouldn’t retum

uiless it'was upzraded.
Mr. Gonzalez said the consultant is to be paid

from $55 milllon that the county dedicated to

the project and should cost “wider S100,000."

City commissioners in 2009 agreed to

spenid 3600,000 out of the same fiinding on

4 plan from architects Arquitectonica. That

plan and its 3640 million price tag to build

may be seraped depending ‘on this next
comsnltant’s iapull

‘One possible change is height. Zoning
doesn’t permitarea buildings above 100 feet.

The restriction led architects to'push plans to!

the property’s edges, enveloping the'Hola-
caust Memorial and raismg residents’ con-
cern that it would be 4 “white ¢lephant.”

Commissioner Deedee Weithorn said a:
‘consultant needs experience broad enough

to: effectively integrate 4 new convention

center with the 'surrounding comnunity.
= think we need togo bevond hotel

upafa:fm's';”-slle"ﬂaid J“We have a unique site

World Symphony tie-in.”

Mr. Wolfson wants a consultant who
canitinimize apset oithe area.:such as
massive traffic delavsiresulting from a
gentér garage having only-one:exit.

“l understand there halve] been tons off

mieetings,” he said_“but Ldon’tknow that
I 'fee] that residents Have weighed i fully

on their feelings an-how this 13/zoing 1o

impact them."
Onee'a s found 1o help nieet con-

cerns, the eityowould seek a partnerto build’

an attached Hotel and oot part of the bill

Whatever the final plan, there’s little
commission disagreement over whether
an uperade isneeded but nagging uncer-
tainty over how to/fund it.

Twa bills, one tying Sun Life: Stadium
itiprovements to the center’s and one fo-
custd only on'improving the center, were

intraduced. in the state House and Senate

earlv March. There’s been no action.

Both!seek lo raise taxes TOUTISts pay i

area hotels, but with the legislative ses-

sion winding down. whether new: funds.

will flow to the project is unclear.

one:leisure and hospitality joby.
record-breaking visitornumbers
mean: long-term, annual' posi-
tions for the:one 1n five county
housebiolds thatderive their liv-

ing fromutourism.

‘New hotel openings have also.
contributed torising jobs. at 300
to 400 new hires per property:

Bespite lagging occupancics
and rates. said Scott Brush,
owner of hotel consulting firm
Brush:& Co..more rooms mear
more visitors.

Withsevenhotelsslated o apen
in 2011, inclading Cipriani Ocean
Resort and Club Residences in

Juneand Element Miamilnterma-

tional Airport in- August, local
jobs are to continuerising.: -
 Wationally, hospitality, jobs
have rébounded faster than an-
ticipated, said  Joseph
MclInerney, American Hotel &
Lodging Association’s president
and \CEOQ, and are to pick up
more steam i coming months.

AGENDA

GOVERNMENT SETS RALLPARK TRANSPORTATION LINEUP .. 7

TASKFORCE TO TAKE STEPS'TO FIX FLAGLER SIDEWALKS .. &
BUDGET [SSUES DELAY CITY DF MIAMI CHARTER CHANGES ... 2

COUNTY AIMS TO BUILD NEW BUSINESS-FRIENDLY IMAGE' . 8

STATE-LED BRAZIL TRADE MISSION AWAITS FIRM DETAILS.... 2

TAX1 SURCHARGE FOR GAS PRICE RISE MAY NOT BE FARE.. 8

VIEWPOINT: SUDDENLY, SUNNY SKIES N CIVIC OUTLOOK »..

LINGERING 14-STORY ERICKELL TOWER BECOMING HOTEL ..

10




o
.

e
e V,% i

_Group

iy

Group r
oo
il

S

Bk G
ig:%{zgéé o
a

oty

.
S
ég\ix&gf % %?x

&d&%



Eddie
Rectangle




